
Monday, August 1, 7 p.m.
Melanie Benjamin
The Autobiography Of Mrs. Tom Thumb 
(Delacorte, $25) 
After letting Alice Liddell tell her story in Alice I Have 
Been, Benjamin devotes her second novel to capturing the life and 
times of Mercy Lavinia Bump, best known for having been two 
feet, eight inches tall, and for marrying Charles Stratton, aka Tom 
Thumb, in 1863. But as this spirited story demonstrates, there was 
much more to Vinnie than that.

Tuesday, August 2, 7 p.m.
Alice LaPlante
Turn Of Mind 
(Atlantic Monthly, $24)

Imagine being accused of a grisly crime and not knowing whether 
you committed it or not. As Dr. Jennifer White, a retired orthopedic 
surgeon, describes it in LaPlante’s first novel, her relationship to the 
murdered Amanda was life-long and complex. But White is suffering 
from dementia, and may or may not be a reliable witness to her own 
experience.

Wednesday, August 3, 7 p.m.
Esmeralda Santiago
Conquistadora 
(Knopf, $27.50) 
Santiago’s colorful historical saga focuses on Ana 
Cubillas, the eighteen-year-old daughter of aristocrats, as she makes 
her way from Spain to Puerto Rico in 1844. Helping her husband 
run their Hacienda, Ana revels in the new challenges, among them 
hurricanes, illness, and the tides of history that threaten her exotic, 
privileged life. 

Thursday, August 4, 7 p.m. 
Kerry Malawista, Anne Adelman & Catherine 
Anderson
Wearing My Tutu To Analysis 
(Columbia Univ., $25)

Psychodynamic practice is made of stories, and this primer com-
piled by three practicing psycho-analysts combines personal narra-
tives with five facets of clinical work. The book focuses in turn on 
psychodynamic theory, the development of ideas, technique, the 
challenges of treatment, and the experiences of trauma and loss.

Monday, August 8, 7 p.m.
Jonathan Yardley
Second Reading 
(Europa Editions, $16)
It’s hard enough to keep up with all the new books coming out—
but when you consider the titles you’ve overlooked through the 
years, the task is truly daunting. From 2003 until January 2010, 
The Washington Post’s book critic offered an occasional, selective 
look at books worth going back to. Now some of these essays 
have been collected—here’s great reading on great reading.

Tuesday, August 9, 7 p.m.
Bruce Duffy
Disaster Was My God 
(Doubleday, $27.95)

As he did with Wittgenstein in The World as I Found It, Duffy 
expertly rides the line between fact and fiction to tell the 
story of Arthur Rimbaud (1854-1891), who started writing 
a stunningly new kind of poetry when he was sixteen. By age 
twenty-one, he’d given up literature forever. Why? What hap-
pened? Duffy tackles the first question by way of a powerful 
fictional dramatization of the second. 

Wednesday, August 10, 7 p.m.
Tom Scocca
Beijing Welcomes You 
(Riverhead, $25.95)
Scocca, a journalist and Slate blogger, decamped to China in 2004, 
in time to watch Beijing gear up for the Olympics. As he reports on 
the stunning transformation of the city, which entailed everything 
from rerouting traffic, planting trees, and outlawing public spitting 
to engineering the weather, Scocca makes a case for Beijing as the 
capital of the future.

Thursday, August 11, 7 p.m.
Larrie D. Ferreiro
Measure Of The Earth 
(Basic Books, $28)

The eighteenth century saw heated disputes about the planet’s 
shape, with Newton arguing that Earth was flattened at the 
poles, while French scientists thought it was elongated. A joint 
French-Spanish expedition to Peru from 1735 to 1739 settled 
the question, and Ferreiro’s account brings the period’s theories, 
discoveries, and adventures vividly to life.

Monday, August 15, 7 p.m.
Rory Stewart
Can Intervention Work? 
(W.W. Norton, $23.95)
Combining first-hand experience in Afghanistan, Iraq, 
the Balkans, and other regions with a survey of philosophies that 
have informed state-building, Stewart, author of The Places in 
Between and King of the Marshes, and co-author Gerald Knaus, 
founding chairman of the European Stability Initiative, offer a 
thorough discussion of the challenges and consequences of inter-
ventionism.

Tuesday, August 16, 7 p.m.
Jennifer Close
Girls In White Dresses 
(Knopf, $24.95)
Close’s debut fiction chronicles the ups and downs, the 

heartaches and headaches, of three young women. Getting by with 
a little help from each other, Isabella, Mary, and Lauren work at 
jobs they feel ambivalent about and fall in love with men they 
know they shouldn’t. Funny and warm, this book is a fresh and 
witty take on romance and friendship.

Wednesday, August 17, 7 p.m.
Don Peck
Pinched 
(Crown, $22)
Following up and expanding on his article “The 
Recession’s Long Shadow: How a New Jobless Era Will Transform 
America,” which appeared in The Atlantic last March, Peck argues 
that although the peak of the financial crisis has passed, its effects 
will be many and lasting, especially on employment levels. 

Thursday, August 18, 7 p.m. 
Willard Sterne Randall
Ethan Allen 
(W.W. Norton, $35)
Randall’s life of the Green Mountain boy cuts through 

the myths to reveal this American revolutionary as a deeply rebel-
lious, but also self-aggrandizing figure. Born poor, then largely 
self-educated, Allen embellished his biography but was a truly 
inspirational figure to his peers and a strong advocate of the separa-
tion of church and state. 

Monday, August 22, 7 p.m.
Sebastian Rotella
Triple Crossing 
(Mulholland, $24.99) 
Rotella covered the U.S.-Mexican border for the Los 
Angeles Times from 1961 to 1996, experience that resulted in his 
critically acclaimed study of the region’s nexus of violence and 
politics, Twilight on the Line. In his first novel Rotella returns to 
the issues and places he knows so well, telling the story of a rookie 
Border Patrol agent who infiltrates a powerful Mexican crime family.

Saturday, July 23, 3 p.m.
Sandra Beasley
Don’t Kill The Birthday Girl 
(Crown, $23)
This memoir from the award-winning poet chronicles 

Beasley’s life-long allergies to—just about everything. A partial list 
of what she must avoid includes dairy, soy, beef, shrimp, cucumbers, 
and mustard. Thriving despite the constant threats, Beasley tells her 
story with wit and humor, examines the science of allergies, and 
offers advice to fellow sufferers.

Sunday, July 24, 5 p.m.
Tom Carson
Daisy Buchanan’s Daughter
(Paycock, $24.95)
GQ’s “The Critic” and author of Gilligan’s Wake, Carson in his third 
novel lets one Pamela Buchanan Murphy Gerson Cadwaller talk 
about her life, loves, and exploits from the vantage point of her 86th 
birthday. Just a few of the highlights: her experience as a war reporter 
on Omaha beach, stepping out with Marlene Dietrich, and comfort-
ing LBJ when events went against him.

Monday, July 24, 7 p.m.
Sally H. Jacobs
The Other Barack
(PublicAffairs, $27.99)

The senior Barack Obama was a man of contradictions: a 
promising economist, he earned scholarships but never held the 
government post he trained for. He fathered eight children, but 
wasn’t a family man. He was an outspoken nationalist but his 
achievements were limited by alcoholism. Jacobs has interviewed 
Obama’s relatives, friends, and colleagues for this thorough and 
intimate look at the President’s father.

Tuesday, July 26, 7 p.m.
Jeremy Ben-Ami
A New Voice For Israel 
(Palgrave Macmillan, $26)
The grandson of Zionists and himself the founder of J Street, 
Ben-Ami stands on the cusp of a changing perspective of Israel. 
A moderate, he argues that support for Israel is fully compatible 
with support for a Palestinian state. He also addresses the American 
Jewish community, advising its leaders to rethink old attitudes such 
as alliances with neoconservatives.

Wednesday, July 27, 7 p.m.
J. Courtney Sullivan
Maine 
(Knopf, $25) 
The second novel from the author of Commencement 

spends a summer with the Kellehers. As the clan gathers at the 
family’s summer home, tradition and change are both in the 
air. Focusing on four women of the family, the story delves into 
secrets of the past, domestic frustrations of the present, and sur-
prises in store for the future.

Friday, July 29, 7 p.m.
Matthew Swanson & Robbi Behr
French Explorers, Sacred Cows, and 
Disappointing Babies: Making and distributing 
odd, commercially non-viable picture books for 
adults 
Author/illustrator pair Matthew Swanson and Robbi Behr of 
Idiots’Books will read from their catalog of satirical illustrated 
volumes and discuss collaboration, running a small press, and 
their ongoing battle with genre. Their work has been praised by 

the New York Times, New York magazine, Slate.com, and BoingBoing.

Saturday, July 30, 6 p.m.
Joby Warrick
The Triple Agent 
(Doubleday, $26.95) 
In a work of investigative reporting that reads like a 

thriller, Warrick, a Pulitzer Prize-winning journalist, tells the 
story of Humam Khalil al-Balawi, a Jordanian double-agent 
the CIA had employed to infiltrate Al Qaeda. In December 
2009, Balawi detonated a bomb at a secret CIA base in Khost, 
Afghanistan—thus revealing that he was in fact working against 
U.S. intelligence. 

Sunday, July 31, 5 p.m.
Thomas Kaufman
Steal The Show 
(Minotaur, $24.99)
Kaufman’s first crime novel, Drink the Tea, won 
awards and introduced Willis Gidney, a man well-
versed in D.C.’s juvenile-justice system. In the second Gidney 
mystery, Kaufman’s anti-hero finds an abandoned baby and, 
reluctant to surrender her to a life of institutions but unable to 
afford a child, Gidney gets involved in a small-crime venture that 

quickly spins out of control.

Tuesday, July 5, 7 p.m.
Tyler Cowen
The Great Stagnation
(Dutton, $12.95)
For all the excitement of smartphones and social media, are the 
new intellectual technologies as innovative and productive as 
those of the past? In this concise, thought-provoking look at 
recent economic history, the George Mason University profes-
sor and blogger argues that the pace of change has stalled. He 
compares today’s technological advances to those that fueled the 

Industrial Revolution, and finds that we have failed to keep pace in producing new 
wealth, jobs, and overall productivity.

Wednesday, July 6, 7 p.m.
Justin Martin
Genius Of Place 
(Da Capo, $30)

In his third biography, the author of lives of Ralph Nader and 
Alan Greenspan turns to Frederick Law Olmsted. Journalist, 
social reformer, and, after 1863, a master “landscape architect,” 
Olmsted crafted nature to suit urban needs, creating Central 
Park, the Emerald Necklace in Boston, the Stanford University 
grounds, and our own National Zoo.

Thursday, July 7, 7 p.m. 
Bob Riesman
I Feel So Good 
(Univ. of Chicago, $27.50)
Riesman’s life of Big Bill Broonzy (1903–1958) 
encompasses the bluesman’s many pivotal roles. From melding 
the traditional, rural blues of his native Arkansas Delta region 
with the urban sound in 1930s Chicago, to influencing the 
resurgence of folk music after World War II and inspiring the 
blues-rock musicians of the 1960s, Broonzy was a key figure for 
20th-century popular music.

Friday, July 8, 7 p.m.
Tom Gardner & Louann Lofton
Warren Buffett Invests Like A Girl—And Why 
You Should, Too
(Harper Business, $25.95)

Confidence and daring aren’t always a winning proposition 
when it comes to investments, say the authors, Motley Fool ana-
lysts. These qualities, along with compulsion, characterize how 
men make investments. Women, by contrast, have a more studi-
ous approach and their patience and research result in stronger 
portfolios—more like Warren Buffett’s than like that of the average male investor.

Saturday, July 9, 6 p.m.
Daniel Solove
Nothing To Hide 
(Yale Univ., $25)
The ongoing war on terrorism seems to demand that 
we give up privacy to gain security. In his sharply reasoned 
new book, Solove, John Marshall Harlan Research Professor 
of Law at G.W. Law School, argues that this is a false premise. 
Exploring the history of privacy rights and the challenges of 
present technology, he shows how regulation and oversight can 
preserve both security and privacy.  

Sunday, July 10, 5 p.m.
Marvin Kalb & Deborah Kalb
Haunting Legacy 
(Brookings, $29.95)
Vietnam is the ghost haunting every president since 

1975 who faces a decision about going to war. In their deeply 
researched history of the post-Vietnam era, the authors, veteran 
journalists, examine how each administration from Ford to 
Obama has responded to this legacy. 

Monday, July 11, 7 p.m.
Sapphire
The Kid 
(Penguin Press, $25.95) 
Push introduced the savvy, street-smart, but brutalized 
and illiterate Precious. In her new novel, the singer and poet tells 
the story of Precious’s son, Abdul Jones. Opening with his moth-
er’s funeral, the narrative follows Abdul from age nine to young 
adulthood as he travels from a Mississippi farm to Harlem, from 
poverty to the life of an artist.

Tuesday, July 12, 7 p.m.
Ricky Riccardi
What A Wonderful World 
(Pantheon, $28.95)
Most studies of Louis Armstrong (1901-1971) focus 

on his rise to fame and his middle years; Riccardi, a musi-
cian and jazz scholar, tells the story of Armstrong’s later career. 
During the last twenty-five years of his life, the great jazz artist 
performed with Ellington, Fitzgerald, and Brubeck; he recorded 
with the All Stars; and produced a string of hits including “Mack 
the Knife” and “Hello, Dolly!”

Wednesday, July 13, 7 p.m.
Ina Caro
Paris To The Past 
(W.W. Norton, $27.95)
In her second guide to seeing France, Caro lays out 
detailed itineraries for historical daytrips from Paris. The twenty-
five destinations, all within reach of a train ride from the City 
of Light, include an expedition to the 12th-century Cathedral 
Basilica of St. Denis; Orléans, where Joan of Arc had her visions; 
the great palace of Versailles; and France’s largest privately owned 
estate at Chantilly.

Thursday, July 14, 7 p.m. 
John A. Farrell
Clarence Darrow 
(Doubleday, $32.50)
A journalist, biographer of Tip O’Neill and now senior 

writer for The Center for Public Integrity, Farrell draws on 
unpublished documents to examine the darker side of the great 
defense attorney. Famous for his role in the Scopes “Monkey 
Trial” and his advocacy on behalf of workers and blacks, Darrow 
also faced charges of bribing a jury; meanwhile, his personal life 
was riddled with misjudgments concerning women and money.

Friday, July 15, 7 p.m.
David Willman
The Mirage Man 
(Bantam, $27)
The Pulitzer Prize-winning journalist tells the story 
of the 2001 anthrax killings as several intertwined stories. There 
was the search for the perpetrator, which resulted in a false accu-
sation before the true culprit was found. Then there were the 
media and government takes on the incidents, framing them as a 
second wave of terror following 9/11 and as another justification 

for war in Iraq.

Saturday, July 16, 6 p.m.
Christopher Sten
Literary Capital
(Univ. of Georgia, $29.95)

Whether in the spotlight for its politics and power-brokers or 
serving as background for ordinary lives, Washington, D.C. 
has inspired writers from its earliest days. In this anthology 
of Washington-based literature, Sten, an English professor at 
George Washington University, has compiled poetry, letters, 
memoirs, and fiction by writers from Henry Adams to Gore 
Vidal, Frederick Douglass to Edward Jones, Walt Whitman to Sterling Brown, and 
many, many more.

Sunday, July 17, 5 p.m.
Glenn Carle
The Interrogator 
(Nation, $26.99)
For Carle, questions about the line between inter-
rogation and torture are not abstract. A long-time CIA agent, 
he was deployed to a black site overseas to question suspected Al 
Qaeda operatives. Despite voicing doubts about the operation, 
he was sent with a high-level detainee into even deeper secrecy. 
His memoir gives a chilling inside look at the darkest side of the 
U.S. war on terror.

Monday, July 18, 7 p.m.
Christian Parenti
Tropic Of Chaos 
(Nation, $25.99)

Climate change is bringing with it new kinds of humanitarian 
crises and state failures, Parenti argues. A contributing editor at 
The Nation and author of books including Lockdown America, 
Parenti surveys struggling nations in Africa, Asia, and Latin 
America and warns the West against practicing “climate fas-
cism” by using these regions as staging grounds for open-ended 
counterinsurgency measures.

Tuesday, July 19, 7 p.m.
Nick Gillespie & Matt Welch
The Declaration Of Independents
(PublicAffairs, $25.99)
The authors, journalists and editors—Gillespie for 
Reason.tv and Welch for Reason magazine—present 
their case for bringing America’s 18th-century political system up 
to date. Their manifesto for libertarian principles includes pro-
files of libertarian thinkers and activists and a detailed critique of 
the two major political parties.

Wednesday, July 20, 7 p.m.
Peter Tomsen
The Wars Of Afghanistan
(PublicAffairs, $39.99)

From 1989 to 1992 Tomsen served as ambassador and special 
envoy to Afghanistan. Combining his experience with extensive 
research, he relates the country’s history as the “shatter zone” 
for foreign incursions and shows how the U.S. is the latest in 
a long string of nations to gravely misunderstand Afghanistan’s 
politics, power struggles, and culture and to underestimate the 
challenge of waging war there.

Thursday, July 21, 7 p.m. 
Cameron McWhirter
Red Summer 
(Holt, $32.50)
From April to November 1919, a wave of racial vio-
lence and lynchings swept the country, from the South to Chicago 
and Washington D.C. In his first book, McWhirter, a Wall Street 
Journal  reporter, investigates the scenes of unrest, profiling those 
involved on both sides, and finding in these events the roots of the 
later civil rights movement.

Friday, July 22, 7 p.m.
Dorothy Wickenden
Nothing Daunted 
(Scribner, $26)
Wickenden’s pioneer story follows two Smith graduates 

(one the author’s grandmother) who headed out to tiny Elkhead, 
Colorado, in 1916. Eschewing high society for a community of 
homesteaders and a rough-hewn schoolhouse, the women faced bliz-
zards, ruffians, and illness, but persevered, preserving their experiences 
in the letters home that richly illuminate this book. 
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Tuesday, August 23, 7 p.m.
Jared Ball
I Mix What I Like! 
(AK Press, $14.95)
Is it possible to induce revolution through mix tapes? 
Dr. Ball, professor of communication studies at Morgan State, 
illustrates hip hop’s origins and confluences to argue that a libera-
tory hip hop mix tape concept  is not just necessary but essential 
in a society saturated with the music and its cultural influences.

Wednesday, August 24, 7 p.m.
Julie Salamon
Wendy And The Lost Boys 
(Penguin Press, $29.95)

Salamon, a versatile author of fiction, memoir, and true crime, 
here turns to biography, recounting the life of the Pulitzer 
Prize-winning playwright Wendy Wasserstein. The young-
est of five children of ambitious Polish-Jewish immigrants, 
Wasserstein was a Broadway powerhouse and had a wide circle 
of friends, yet as Salamon shows, this very public figure was 
also a deeply private person.

Thursday, August 25, 7 p.m.
Warren Bernard
Drawing Power: A Compendium Of Cartoon 
Advertising 
(Marschall Books, $28.99) 
The comic strip has its roots in advertising as well as in art. In 
the first book-length study of these dual sources, Rick Marschall, 
founder of Nemo: The Classic Comics Library, and Bernard, a pro-
lific commentator on and extensive collector of cartoons, look at 
work from the 1890s to the present, documenting how popular 

cartoon characters like the Yellow Kid, Little Orphan Annie, Dagwood, and a platoon of 
super heroes have figured in advertising campaigns.  

Monday, August 29, 7 p.m.
Stefan Fatsis
Word Freak 
(Penguin, $16)
Scrabble Night
Yes, it’s been ten years since Fatsis wrote about the amaz-

ing world of competitive scrabble. His book has become a classic 
and to mark the occasion, Politics and Prose is hosting the second 
of our occasional Scrabble Nights. Come ready to play!

Tuesday, August 30, 7 p.m.
James Boice
The Good And The Ghastly 
(Scribner, $25)
Junior Alvaraz has risen from street thug to crime-lord, but the 
mother of one of his victims is determined to bring him down. 
Boice’s third novel is a classic noir set-up—but with a twist: it’s 
set in the 34th century, after civilization has come and gone and 
come again. 

Wednesday, August 31, 7 p.m.
Drew Magary
The Postmortal 
(Penguin, $15)
Always wanted to live forever? Magary’s eerily plau-

sible first novel depicts a world in which no one dies from old 
age. But along with the cure for mortality come myriad social 
and political problems, from new cults to government eutha-
nasia programs.
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Saturday, July 16, 1 p.m.
Maya Soetoro-Ng
Ladder to the Moon 
(Candlewick, $16.99)
When Suhaila asks her mother about her late 

Grandma Annie, her grandmother herself responds, 
lowering a ladder from the moon so her granddaugh-
ter can climb up for a visit. The author wrote this 
warm tale about embracing the world as a tribute to 
her mother, Ann Dunham, who is also the mother of 
President Barack Obama. Ages 4-7
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